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Via Facsimile and Federal Express 

JeffS. Jordan 
Supervising Attomey 
Federd Election Commission 
999EStieetNW 
Washington, D.C. 20463 

Re: MUR 6325 

Dear Mr. Jordan: 

Endosed please find Hartline for Congress 2010*s Response in die above-referenced 
Matter Under Review. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to cdl. 

Very tmly yours, 

William M. Outhier 
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IN THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION2010 AUG 30 AH 10'- 12 

WILLIAM VERNON FREDERICK 

COMPLAINANT, 

V, 

JEFF HARTLINE and 
JEFF HARTLINE FOR CONGRESS 2010, 

CD RESPONSE 

^ Jeff Hardine and Jeff Hartline for Congress 2010 (die **Campdgn") respond to 
CO 

iN Compldnant's Compldnt as follows: 

5" INTRODUCTION 
O 

^ On Jdy IS, 2010, the Campdgn became aware that its yard signs and billboards did not 

have a jnoper disclaimer. The Csmpdgn acted immediately to print stickers and place them on 

hundreds of signs in the office and even more signs already in the field. The Campdgn also 
I 

contacted tfae vendor responsible for tfae one billboard in place and bad conective language 

placed on it. The second ad was schedded to cycle off an electrode billboard on or about Jdy 

15 and did not need to be remedied. While tiie Cami>dgn does not deny that these public 

commumcations were without a proper discldmer for a short period of time, tfae problem was 

qmddy rectified and controls were isubsequentiy put in place to prevent tfae problem from 

occurring agam. 

STATEMENT QF FACTS 

1. Tfae Campdgn formed on or about January S, 2010. See Statement of 

Organization filed January 19,2010 attached as Ex. I. 

2. During tfae course of tfae campdgn, the Campdgn ordered i4)proximately 1,200 

yard signs. On or about June 12, 2010, the Campdgn launched a series of events publicdly 



announcing Jeff Harfiine*s candidacy. At tfae same time, the Cam]Mugn began to distribute yard 

signs. Affidavit ofWesleyHarfiineCHarUuie Aff;**) attadied as Ex. 2 at 1(5. 

I 3. Shortiy tfaeieafier, the Campdgn began runmng an advertisement on an electronic 

billboard at 2922 West End Avenue in Nashville, Tennessee. That billboanl ran for 

approximatdy one month and ceased runmng approximately Jdy IS, 2010. / i at f 10. 

4. On or about Jdy 1,2010 the Camiuugn began advertising on a billboard located 

^ at 4114 Hillsboro Road in Nashville, Tennessee. A£ at H 7. 

CO 5. The yard signs and ihe billboards did not contdn discldmer language indentifying 

^ the source of funding of the public communu»tions. A£ at f 3. 

6. On Jdy 15, 2010, tfae Wesley Hardine, Field Director for tfae Canqidgn, saw a 

message board post in tfae Internet claiming tfaat tfae Campdgn's yard signs were not in 

compliance witfa FEC regdations. This was tfae first time tfaat tfae Campdgn became aware of 

the deficiency. Id. 

7. Tfaat day, tfae Camixdgn printed stickers contaimng the pfarase "Pdd for by 

Hartiine for Congress 2010, Pfail Mesdows, Treasurer.** Id at \ 4. 

8. Tfae Campdgn affixed tfaose stickers on approximately 379 yards signs in tfae 

Campdgn office that had yet to be distnbuted. Id The Campdgn dispatched volunteers into the 

field to affix stickers on approximatdy 821 signs that had already been distributed. Id Tfae 

Campdgn was able to remedy at least 7S-80% of tfae signs tfaat had dready been placed in tfae 

field. Id 

9. Photograpfas of tfae corrected signs are attadied as Exfaibit A to the Affidavit of 

Wesley Hartline. 



10. On Jdy IS, the Campaign abo contacted the vendor maintaining tfae biUboard at 

4114 Hillsboro Road. Hartline Aff. at 17. Attacfaed as Exfaibit B to fiie affidavit of Wesley 

Hartline is a photograph of tfae corrected billboard. 

11. The Campdgn subsequentiy sent aletler to fiie FEC notifying it of fiie corrective 

action tfaat had been taken. Hartiine Aff. atf 8. 

12. After recdving the email and correcting the yard dgns and biUboard, tiie 
fM 

^ Campdgn made it a ]3olicy to run ]jublic conunumcations by legd counsel. Id at f 9. 
"ST 

QO ARGUMENT 

^ The FEC faas dismissed similsr actions as low priority pursuant to tfae Commisdon's 

^ Enfbroement Priority System. See e.g, MUR 4975 (Respondent qdckly remedied yard dgns 

lacking disclaimer indicating wlio paid for tfae commumcation and complaint was dismissed); 

MUR 6032 (Respondent printed stickers and remedied yard dgns after becoming aware of the 

lack of a disclaimer and complaint was dismissed as low-rated). 

As noted above, CamjMugn staff were not derted to tfae fact tfaat tfae disclaimer language 

required on tfae billboards and yard dgns was missing until approximately one month after 

distribution of dgns began. As soon as the postuig on tfae Internet drew the Campdgns attention 

to tfae problem, tfae Campdgn moved qdddy to remedy it, including sending volunteers out into 

tfae streets wfaere yard dgns were knows to have been placed to put stickers on them. Tfaere was 

no conscious effort to evade tfae mles and, certddy, no advantage gained fiom the lade of the 

inadvertent disclosure. Indeed, dl of the dgns had Jeff Hartiine's and tfae Campdgn's website. 

The Republican primary was hdd in Tennessee on August 5,2010. Jeff Hartime fimdied 

second in that race aid will not be advancing to the generd election. Consequentiy, the 

Campdgn is winding down and there is no chance of a repeat violation. There is littie to be 



gained finm the FEC pursdng tfais matter further. The Campaign faas otfaerwise attempted to 

coiduct its campaign ui a compliant fiidiion. Consequently, tfae Camjidgn requests tfaat the FEC 

. exerdse its prosecutorid judgment and dismiss tfais nutter. 

CONCLUSION *• 

For tfae foregoing reasons, tfae Campdgn asks tfaat tfae Ckimmisdon exerdse its 

prosecutorid discretion and dismiss tfais matter. 
Ml 
*7 
K 

00 Respectfully subnutted, 

O rH William M.Outiiier 
Riley Wamock & Jacobson, PLC 
1906 West End Avenue 
Nadiville, Tennessee 37203 
(615)320-3700 
woutfaier@rwiplc.com 
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Foderel Etecfion Commisdon 
ENVELOPE REPLACEMENT PAGE FOR INCOMING DOCUMENTS 

The FEC added thte page to ttie end of thb filing to IndicatB how It was recdved. 
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